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The Spanish historians speak of a second invasion of north-
west Spain by the Franks from Aquitania in 823, and a second
rout of their forces at Roncesvalles in 824, by the Basques of
Navarre, assisted by some troops dispatched from Cordova by
Abdur Rahman, whose alliance was sought by the Christians to
the south of the Pyrenees, against their still more hated
Christian foes to the north. But the whole story is usually
considered to be apocryphal.1 What is more certain is that no
less than two embassies were received by Abdur Rahman from
the Emperor Theophilus at Constantinople, praying the aid of
the Ommeyad Caliph of Cordova against the Abbaside Caliph
of Bagdad, Al Mutassim (833-842), who was threatening the
Empire in the East.

In the perpetual conflicts with the Christians in the north
of the Peninsula, Abdur Rahman was more successful than
his predecessors. Neither Alfonso nor Ramiro gained any
advantage over the Moslem commanders, and the Christian
kings were glad to secure the possession of their frontier
provinces by the payment of an annual tribute to Cordova.

Thrice in twenty years did a Frankish army make its ap-
pearance in north-east Spain, and thrice was it driven back
across the border, while a Moslem fleet assaulted and burned
the suburbs, if not the city of Marseilles.

But a more savage invader appeared in this reign off the
coast of Lusitania. Some Scandinavian Vikings or North-
men, with over fifty ships, suddenly descended upon the
Tagus. They plundered Lisbon, and ravaging the whole of
the south-west coasts of the Peninsula, they pursued their
course as far as Seville, which they captured and sacked; and
then making off with their spoils, they set sail, and disappeared
as suddenly as they had come.

iSee Lafuente, iii., 273-275.